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Government Involvement in Regulating HIT Software
It is important to first understand that government regulation is very crucial in everything that concerns the well-being of its people. HIT software has over the decade touched on very sensitive ethical issues and this is the reason why the government should come in and offer the required and necessary guidelines. Technological advancements seem to be already violating not just new but also the existing ethical dilemmas (McConnell, 2009). It is surprising that the US government does not have a structure in place that can be used to resolve such sensitive issues. It is my opinion that the government should come up with regulation measures or even take responsibility not just on HIT-related issues but on all ethical decision making that is of public interest. The government should exercise an oversight role and ensure that all HIT software adheres to the provided guidelines.  There is also another major problem with the manner in which HIT software is taxed. The amount of money that goes to the invention of this software is in many cases not taxed but they are sold in the market. Everyone can try anything considering that they are not taxed, it is important to note that not all HIT software in the market meet the basic requirements but there is no oversight role by the government so there is no one to question them. 
HIT Implementation
A clinical decision support system (CDSS) is one of the most current applications that can be used to analyze data and is of great help to caregivers as it helps in improving patient care. It heavily relies on knowledge management in getting clinical advice base on the patient’s medical history. Electronic Health Records (EHR) is another important component that has been successful and is used to store a patient’s medical history (Nir, 2012).  Normally it focuses on documenting treatments performed and their outcomes. It enables easy access to a patient’s medical history when needed. Health Information Exchange (HIE) is similar to EHR but only differs in the sense that EHR stores all the information in HIE and more. 
HIT Implementation Failures
It is very common to come across an article in one of the local dailies talking about a HIT project that has failed. There are several reasons as to why a HIT project would fail at the implementation stage, they include; failing to meet their objectives, failing to be implemented at the right time or on budget and many fails on both fronts. Poor planning is one of the most common reasons why HIT projects fail to be implemented (McConnell, 2009). This comes along with unrealistic timing or unreasonable estimation of resources, this account for more than 65% of HIT project implementation failure. Setting unclear goals or objectives as well as changing objectives in the middle of a project is also another major reason for failure. 
HER Information Sharing
EHR is basically a digital version of a person’s overall medical history. It is usually maintained by only one certified provider but can be shared with others when a need arises. Its main objective is to ensure that caregivers have accurate and reliable information about a patient so as to make informed decisions. This has advantages and disadvantages as well;
Advantages
Patients are able to access their medical information through their online portal and this enables them to reference their treatment plans when a need arises. Patients are able to get a genuine view of how doctors view their current condition (Guinane & Davis, 2011). This information can also be accessed or initiated with speed in the event a patient is unable to narrate their medical history to a caregiver. This can be very crucial in the event of an emergency
[bookmark: _GoBack]Disadvantages
There is no patient confidentiality since anyone with the portal password can access patient information which is against the confidentiality standards set in 1996. This violation at times can cause more harm to the patient. This information also requires to be updated from time to time and in many cases, a doctor can make a wrong decision if the portal has not been updated for long.  
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